
DID YOU KNOW, NO. 374, AUDLEY BOYCE, BAJAN ENGINEER 

EXTRAORDINAIRE 

 

Did you know that Bajans have made their mark all over the world, and some 

even have places named after them? Names like Sir George Campbell Deane, 

Edwy Lyonet Talma, Audley Boyce and even my uncle Henry Austin Fraser. 

 

Sir George Campbell Deane was a judge in Malaya and then Chief Justice of 

the Gold Coast, now Ghana. Edwy Lyonet Talma held senior posts in the Civil 

Service of Malaya. Henry Austin Fraser was Ruler of Pilots at Trinity House, 

port of London. And Audley Boyce was a leading engineer from the Bahamas 

to Hong Kong. 

 

I’m grateful to William Burton and Peter Burton’s Bajan Things website for 

the previously untold story of Audley Boyce.  

 

The name Boyce is famous in Barbados as the 100-year-old solicitors firm 

Yearwood and Boyce. Alfred DeCourcy “Bill” Boyce, solicitor, was the 

grandfather of Peter “Decimus” Burton, our aforesaid researcher and 

internet publisher of Bajan Things. 

 

Bill’s brother, Edward Audley Boyce, became a civil engineer and was the 

Hong Kong Colonial Service’s Director of Public Works. After World War II 

he supervised the building of an extension to Hong Kong’s notorious Kai 

Tak’s original runway. 

 

Audley Boyce entered Harrison College in 1913 and went on to Edinburgh 

University in 1922. After completing his Civil Engineering degree he joined 

the British Colonial Service, first in Uganda and then the Bahamas, as Deputy 

Director of Public Works. He met and married his wife Enid Adderley in 

1930. 



From the Bahamas he went to British Honduras as Director of Public Works 

and then to the Gold Coast (now Ghana), as Director of Public Works. There 

he was responsible for developing the old military airport used by the Royal 

Air Force in World War II into what would become Accra International 

Airport, (now re-named Kotoka International Airport).  

 

Fast forward to Hong Kong, his next assignment. There, as the Colonial 

Service’s Director of Public Works, he worked on the horrendously 

challenging Kai Tak airport.  

 

Kai Tak operated from the 1920s until 1998. According to Peter Burton, its 

roots were in a failed business development, brainchild of Sir Kai Ho Kai and 

Au Tak. When their plan to build housing on open reclaimed land off  

Kowloon failed in 1912, the site was chosen for an airfield. 

 

In 1925, the first grass landing strip opened, used by the RAF and a local 

“aviation club.” A decade later, a control tower and hangar were built. In 

March1936, the first commercial flight landed.  

 

With Hong Kong’s growth after World War II, the original Runway 13/31 

was extended and a new and extended Runway 13/31 parallel to the original 

runway, jutting out into Kowloon Bay on reclaimed land, was started by 

Audley Boyce and his team.  It was this new extended runway that gave Kai 

Tak its scary, white-knuckle landing reputation.  

 

In the 1970’s Kai Tak acquired its legendary status. For decades passengers 

and photographers had a spectacular view of magnificent aircraft 

manoeuvring amid apartment blocks and the peaks of Kowloon. I shared that 

view going to Hong Kong to give a lecture in 1987. 



Pilots needed special training and certification to land their at Kai Tak, one 

reason why, despite the dangerous approach, accidents were rare. To avoid 

major catastrophes, Hong Kong now has a new airport, opened in 1998. 

 

After leaving the Colonial Service, Audley Boyce set up a Civil Engineering 

practice in Nassau. Wives so often call the shots.  

 

Hong Kong had a tradition of naming roads after Directors of Public Works. 

Boyce Road, at a place called Jardine’s Lookout, was named after Audley 

Boyce. So you not only find a Bajan everywhere in the world, you find they 

leave their names there too. 

 


